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The Jeremy Show Interviews: Mister Rogers

Archivist Tim Lybarger

It wa s a nnounce d thi s we e k  tha t a  fi lm a bout Fr e d R oge r s (ba se d on a  book  by

Ti m M a di ga n's  me moi r  I 'm P r oud of You) i s  i n the  e a r ly sta ge s of

de ve lopme nt. I  sa t down wi th the  Inte r ne t's  a uthor i ty on M i ste r  R oge r s Ti m

L yba r ge r ,  the  cr e a tor  of The  N e i ghbor hood Ar chi ve :  A Colle cti on of All

Thi ngs M i ste r  R oge r s. R e a d wha t we  ta lk e d a bout a s we  took  a  nosta lgi c wa lk

thr ough The  N e i ghbor hood of M a k e  Be li e ve .

So,  wha t a r e  your  thoughts on the  movi e  comi ng out?

I'm actually pretty surprised. There was a  lot of talk a  few months ago about this but it was

all so vague that it didn't seem anything would really come of it. Looks like that may not be

the case. I'm thrilled for Tim Madigan -- his book is wonderful and he's such a  great

person!

And who do you thi nk  should pla y M i ste r

R oge r s?

That's a  tough call to make. I'm not sure that the actor

have to be a  spitting image of him, but thinking that

way, Jim Parsons would be great!

I wa s a  bi g M i ste r  R oge r s fa n. M y M om sa i d

tha t she  thought Se sa me  Str e e t wa s too fa st a nd

loud for  me . I di dn't r e a lly ge t i nto i t. D o you fi nd thr ough your  a r chi va l wor k

Tim Lyba rge r visiting X The  Owl in The  Ne ighborhood of Ma ke  Be lie ve .

Jim Pa rsons
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Earlier this summer, the FRC relocated to new space in Pittsburgh and I'm not sure if these

pieces went with them or went into storage. The Neighborhood of Make-Believe models

were on display in the FRC offices at their previous location and I can only assume that

they are on display in their new space as well. I've also been told that the street display

seen in the opening and closing of the program is on display in the new office location, too.

As for the set of Mister Rogers' television house, the last I knew is that those pieces were in

storage.

Why wa sn't the r e  much me r cha ndi si ng for  the  show?-  i t se e ms li k e  Se sa me

Str e e t wa s a ll  ove r  the  pla ce . I  would ha ve  k i lle d to ge t my ha nds on tha t

pla yse t.

Yeah. The playset. Tell me about it. I'd

do anything to get my hands on one of

those. I've tried asking everyone from

the Fred Rogers Company to the

individuals who designed that piece

and have come up with nothing. The

best I can put together is that a

prototype was created but never

marketed on a  mass scale. I think the

fact that there wasn't a  huge market for

Mister Rogers merchandise can be

attributed to Fred's nature of

simplicity. I think his one and only focus was reaching out to children on a  personal and

individual level. He could have taken the Neighborhood to a  mass market and capitalized

in a  major way through merchandising opportunities. Instead, he chose to keep the focus

on the message rather than the market. Typical Fred, from what I understand.

Wi th your  own k i ds,  do you se e

a nythi ng e lse  on chi ldr e n's

te le vi si on tha t ge ts close  to

M i ste r  R oge r s' style ?

Nothing. There's Daniel Tigers'

Neighborhood which is the "next

generation" of Mister Rogers'

Neighborhood, but there's nothing

out there that comes close to a  daily

visit to the Neighborhood.

Everything on TV for kids is either

fast, flashy, commercialized, or all

of the above. I've yet to find a

children's program that has reached

the masses that Fred reached in

such a  simple yet unbelievably

influential way. For the record, my

kids LOVE Daniel Tiger's

Neighborhood and I could not be happier to see Fred's message carried on in such a

positive and popular program. The response to Daniel Tiger has been phenomenal!

Wha t i s  k nown a bout M i ste r  R oge r s pr i va te  li fe ? Is  the r e  a nythi ng tha t ha s

sur pr i se d you or  tha t you found i nte r e sti ng i n your  r e se a r ch? Ha s the r e  be e n

a ny good bi ogr a phi e s you ca n r e comme nd?

When it comes to Fred's personal life, everyone has this part of them that hopes there's

some dirt somewhere...some sort of secret life that could tarnish the seemingly perfect

persona seen on television. While I hate to disappoint, everything I have gathered over

several years of researching his life and career has pointed to one thing -- he was the

same kind and caring person in real life that you saw on TV. There are two different

biographies that I would recommend for anyone interested in a  quick look at Fred and his

career -- both in video format. The first is Fred Rogers: America 's Favorite Neighbor. This

one is a  fantastic look at Fred's life and career scattered with many clips from the show as

well as lengthy interviews with Fred himself. The other is Mister Rogers & Me (available

on Netflix Prime) -- a  documentary featuring various individuals touched by the message

of Fred Rogers.

Wha t do you di scuss on your  podca st?

The podcast started out with conversations with a  few other fans of the Neighborhood and

has evolved a  bit into mostly interviews with people who have been involved with or

heavily influenced by the Neighborhood program in some way. I've spoken with a  handful
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of Neighborhood cast members such as Audrey Roth (Miss Paulificate) and Bert Lloyd (Mr.

Allmine) as well as others who were involved behind the scenes (Eliot Daly). I have to

admit that the podcast is one aspect of the Neighborhood Archive that I tend to neglect. For

some reason it always seems to go to the back burner as you can see by the fact that there

are only about 20 episodes.

Cle a r ly,  you we r e  a  chi ld of the  e i ghti e s-  wha t i s  i t a bout the  e i ghti e s? Wha t

do you r e me mbe r  a s the  vi be  of tha t de ca de  for  you?

It might just be that I was a  kid and things are simple when you're young, but I feel like the

80s were a  much simpler time than we live in now. We didn't have the flashy movies and

video games we have today...but we didn't know any better. We were content to drop a

quarter in a  machine for a  few minutes of Pac-Man or to hear a  song we liked played from

a jukebox. I'm sure that the 80s were no less complex for adults than today is for people my

own age, but the feelings of comfort and simplicity that come back to me with memories of

my childhood in the 80s cannot be matched.

Whe n pe ople  a r e  pa ssi ona te  a bout some thi ng (for  me  i t would be  M a donna ,

M a r tha  Ste wa r t) I  fi nd i t i nte r e sti ng,  no ma tte r  wha t i t i s . M y boyfr i e nd i s  a

BIG  D i sne y fa n. I mi ght be  wr ong but I do fe e l li k e  you ca n follow the  tr a i l  of

our  de e p pa ssi ons (li k e  e ve r ythi ng e lse ) ba ck  to our  chi ldhood. How do you

fe e l a bout tha t? D o you thi nk  tha t you a r e  tr yi ng to ge t ba ck  some thi ng fr om

your  chi ldhood? O r  doe s your  pa ssi on for  pop cultur e  r e la te  to some thi ng

e lse ?

I think you've hit the nail on the head. Many people -- myself included -- find comfort in

remembering simpler times. Being able to thumb through my baseball card collection

from when I was a  kid immediately takes me back to summer afternoons of backyard

baseball and trips to the drug store to buy wax packs of the current cards. Listening to

certain songs will immediately put me back in my bedroom on a  warm summer evening

with the windows open while I listened to the local pop music request show. I've often said

that I can't tell you much that I learned in college, but I can easily come up with any detail

from my childhood that you'd care to request. While some people may say I'm stuck in the

past, I look at it as a  recognition of the wonderful childhood that I was blessed enough to

experience.
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